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FREED FROM FEAR … FILLED WITH LOVE

Jn 21:1-19
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MASS TIMES

DAILY:

MON-SAT-  8:30AM ENG.

WED. 6:30AM ENG.

THUR. 8:00PM SPA.

SATURDAY VIGIL:

-5PM ENG.

-7PM SPA.

SUNDAY: 

-8AM ENG.

-9:45AM ENG.

-11:30AM SPA.

CONFESSIONS:

MON-SAT: AFTER DAILY MASS

THURSDAY: 6PM-8PM

SATURDAY: 4PM-4:30PM

ADORATION:

THURSDAY: 6PM-8PM

PASTOR

Sunday 05/01/2022

There was a moment in my life a couple years ago when I struggled with

excessive worry and anxieties, creating an attitude where fear ruled most of my

decisions rather than trust in God. After reflecting on this, I went to Confession,

ready to be freed from worry and the lack of trust. While there, the priest asked

me an utterly simple question: what is the opposite of fear? Convinced it was a

trick question, I stumbled on my words a bit and finally responded, “Trust.”

Clearly, the opposite of fear was trust, I reasoned. After all, it’s what I don’t have

when I worry, right? I’ll never forget the impact on my soul when the priest said,

“No, the opposite of fear is love.” How many times have I prayed with 1 John,

reading nearly those exact words, “There is no fear in love. Apparently not

enough! To be freed from fear means to be filled with love.

The readings this weekend echo this same truth as we journey through the Easter

season. Love trumps all fear, giving the disciples of Christ holy boldness to

proclaim His word to the ends of the earth. And that love is personal, inviting,

and empowering. But before we can act in courage, it seems we need to be in

love. To act boldly, we have to know intimately the Person we are willing to die

for, just as He knows us and died for us. Love is a prerequisite for the Christian

life lived well.

Just days ago, we read of Peter’s denial of Christ. Three times he denied Christ,

and three times he’s prompted to proclaim his love to our Lord. Our God doesn’t

just love us generally, as a whole. He loves us individually and personally, as we

see with Peter. Can we even begin to imagine the level of healing from being

able to claim Christ three times after denying him three times? It’s an incredibly

personal encounter and calling, giving Peter the healing and grace to accept his

new role of leading the early Church.

Jesus appeared to the disciples and called on them to cast their nets. He is still

calling each of us today to do the same. He calls us to respond not in fear, but in

love, ready and willing to catch souls through our work and prayer. Let us

respond as the disciples did, not naive to any suffering that may be ahead, but

rather embracing all God sends us that is filled with the fire of His love.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

"Life Giving Wounds" Ministry

As Chaplain of the “Life-Giving Wounds”

Ministry our pastor Fr. Mario will be leading

a Holy Hour for the “Healing of Broken

Families” on Thursday, May 12th in

Gaithersburg, Maryland from 7:00-9:30pm.

Anyone who has been affected by a

breakdown of the family is invited to

attend because we all need renewal in

Christ’s healing and love! The event will be

held in Saint John Neumann Parish in

Gaithersburg, Maryland. For more

information, please see the flyer at the

entrance of the Church. 

 

 

Bake/Vendor Sale 06/26/22

Ladies Aux No. 310 invites you to

attend the Bake/Vendor Sale on

Sunday, June 26, 2022, in the

Church hall starting at 8:00am.

For more information or to rent a

table please contact:

Arlene Wilson

Aux #310

(301) 899-3903

Cost for table: $20.00

Sunday 05/01/2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

World Youth Day Lisbon 2023

Please continue to support our World

Youth Day fundraisers. We will have a

Hispanic appetizers sale this Sunday

and next Sunday for Mother’s Day we

will draw our Raffle ticket winner along

with a food sale and door prizes, both

events will be at 12:30 in the Church

Hall.


